Report on workshop conducted by the Departments of English; Bengali and Sanskrit in

collaboration with IQAC dated 21.12.2022

The Departments of English, Sanskrit and Bengali in association with IQAC, Hooghly Women’s
College, organized a one day workshop cum talk on Feminism and Feminist Literary Theory on 21%
December, 2022. The title of the talk was “Riding the Waves: From Feminism to Feminist Literary
Theory”. The invited esteemed speaker was Dr.Samipendra Bandopadhyay, Associate Professor and
Head, Department of English, Gour Banga University. The Principal of Hooghly Women’s College
and patron of the workshop cum talk, Dr. Sima Banerjee inaugurated the programme with her
welcome speech. Dr.Debabrata Adhikary, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English and Dr. Jana
Bandopadhyay, Associate Professor, Dept. of Sanskrit; who were the chief organizers of the
workshop, also moderated the whole session, spanning approximately 4 and half hours. Prof.
Chirantan Hazra, Assistant Professor of Physics provided technical assistance for the programme
throughout. Dr.Bandopadhyay discussed at length on the waves of Feminism to analyse the trajectory
of modern Feminism by subdividing it into several time frames, starting in the late 19™ century with
the fight for women suffrage, up to several of women’s movements coexisting in our current day.
Through the wave-metaphor, Dr.Bandopadhyay beautifully connected the various debates and
opinions regarding Feminism (like how many waves of Feminism are there, which one we are riding
now etc.) to the domain of performance and performativity. He demonstrated some unique steps
himself and made the students participate in them actively. After the lecture there was a lively
interaction between the speaker and the students. The students were found to be satisfied after
attending the seminar. Finally the programme ended by giving the vote of thanks by Dr. Jana
Bandopadhyay.
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Critical Terms and C

Heteronormativity: A term referring to
the bellef or assumption that
heterosexuality is the norm or that
heterosexuality is the only ‘normal’ or
acceptable sexual orientation. It suggests
an institutionalization of heterosexuality
esulting in the marginallzation of non-
heterosexual lifestyles (Compulsory
heterosexuality).
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